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BUILDING COMMISSIONER — FIRE SAFETY ASSESSMENT 

Statement by Minister for Commerce and Industrial Relations 

MR W.J. JOHNSTON (Cannington — Minister for Commerce and Industrial Relations) [2.13 pm]: In 
May I stood in this Parliament and affirmed the McGowan government’s commitment to ensuring that a similar 
tragedy to London’s Grenfell Tower fire would not happen in Western Australia. At the time I provided an 
update on where the government was at with its statewide audit. At my urging, and the urging of building 
ministers from around the nation, the Australian Building Codes Board published an amended version of the 
Building Code of Australia on 12 March this year. The changes make it clear that external walls of high-risk 
buildings must be either non-combustible or the subject of a full-scale fire test to demonstrate their acceptable 
performance using the new Australian standard. Although the amendment to the BCA substantially prevents the 
use of any combustible cladding such as a polyethylene cladding or an expanded polystyrene cladding, 
aluminium composite panels with PE core could still be used as a performance-based building solution. Some 
jurisdictions have only banned ACP with a PE core and expanded polystyrene cladding, and only where these 
products are used as cladding or as an attachment to a building. I was not in favour of restricting the ban to 
certain types of combustible cladding. 

Any combustible element in an external wall can pose a significant risk to fire spread via external walls. Banning 
only ACP with a PE core and expanded polystyrene cladding does not preclude the use of other types of ACPs that 
may prove to be combustible. I was not comfortable with this approach and instructed the Building Commissioner 
to ensure building regulations close off any opportunity to use large amounts of combustible materials in external 
walls of higher risk buildings without full-scale fire testing of the wall assembly to gauge its fire performance.  

I am pleased to inform the house that the government has now finalised amendments to the Building Regulations 2012. 
A new building standard has been introduced into the legislation for non-combustible external walls of higher risk 
buildings, such as multistorey apartments. The new building standard prevents the use of performance solutions 
that do not meet the new verification method in the building code, including full-scale fire testing in higher risk 
buildings. This government is taking the issue of cladding seriously, and we will not leave any stone unturned to 
ensure the safety of Western Australians. 
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